
The wind of change is about to blow 
through our agricultural world in 2019.
For better or worse Brexit will present opportunities, and decisions will have to be made.

Agrivision 2019 presents a number of topics on the rural menu for clients to digest.
Our team is here to help and work together in testing times.

AGRIVISION
2 0 1 9

WHAT’S INSIDE:

Benchmark for Brexit   •   What is Farmland worth after Brexit?
Contract Farming   •   GPS Mapping   •   Permitted Development Rights 

Timber & Forestry   •   How safe is your Shoot? 
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WHILST THE POLITICAL 
BACKDROP LEAVES SIGNIFICANT 
UNCERTAINTY FOR THE FUTURE 
OF UK TRADE, MICHAEL GOVE 
HAS SET OUT HIS VISION FOR 
AGRICULTURE WITHIN THE 
AGRICULTURE BILL. THE BILL 
ITSELF MAKES PROVISION 
FOR WHAT WE CAN EXPECT 
TO RECEIVE IN THE WAY OF 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
NEXT DECADE. 

WE HAVE BEEN RUNNING 
ASSESSMENTS OF EXISTING 
BUSINESSES TO SEE THE EFFECT 
THIS WILL HAVE AND WHAT 
OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE 
TO “FUTURE PROOF” YOUR 
BUSINESS, AS WELL AS PROVIDING 
ADVICE ON STRATEGIES TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF THE CHANGES.

FUTURE PAYMENTS
We know the Basic Payment Scheme will remain for 2019 and 2020 although once 
we are outside of the EU, there may be some simplification of the rules, subject to 
a UK/EU Brexit Deal. However, from 2021 we will enter the ‘agricultural transition’ 
period which will run to 2027. 

From 2021-27 direct payments will gradually be phased out, and those receiving the 
highest payments will be hit with the biggest reductions initially. 
In the first year of the transition period, 2021, all farm businesses could see a 5% 
reduction with rising fractions from payments in higher bands. For example, a claim 
of £50,000 could see the first £30,000 reduced by 5% and the remaining £20,000 
reduced by 10%.

These percentage reductions will be increased over the transition period until 
the final payments are made for the 2027 scheme year. The Government has 
undertaken to maintain the same cash total funding for the sector until the end of 
the current parliament, expected in 2022.

De-linking payments from the requirement to farm land is also being considered as 
a tool for enabling earlier changes in land occupation and farming structures freeing 
up land for the next generation and helping new entrants into the sector.

2027 would see the last year of the Basic Payment Scheme as we know it, but from 
2021 there is forecast to be additional support towards “productivity gains” which 
may include grant funding for technology. 

NEW ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCHEMES
The £150 million expected saving by 
reducing payments from 2021 will 
be reinvested in the delivery of new 
environmental schemes and providing 
transitional support for farmers. 
We understand that Countryside 
Stewardship agreements, will remain 
available until 2024 though the numbers 
of agreements in each year from 2021 to 
2024 would depend on the development 
of the new Environmental Land 
Management scheme. HLS agreements 
coming to an end between 2019 and 
2024 might be extendable. 

Whilst the Countryside Stewardship 
Schemes may appear complex, they 
are achievable and they will provide 
a valuable income stream from 
existing natural assets; so if you have 
not considered this yet, we would 
recommend a discussion with one of 
our advisors to consider your options.

The Environmental Land Management 
(ELM) scheme is intended to be “fully 
up and running” for 2025 and will pay 
for public goods which covers a whole 
range of environmental issues:- 

• Improved air and water quality 
• Improving soil health 
• Providing habitats for wildlife   
 including hedgerows. 
• Creating food sources for birds and  
 nectar sources for pollinators. 
• Reducing flood risk. 
• Better public access. 
• Maintaining dry stone walls and  
 other iconic landscape features. 

If you think you could benefit from a 
Brexit impact assessment, we are offering 
our initial hour appraisal free of charge. 
Please contact one of the team for further 
information.

BENCHMARK 
FOR BREXIT

The £150 million 
expected saving by 
reducing payments 
from 2021 will be 
reinvested in the 
delivery of new 
environmental 
schemes

Davina Fillingham

PROPOSED REDUCTIONS FROM 2021

 Payment Band  Reduction percentage

 Up to £30,000  5%

 £30,000 to £50,000  10%

 £50,000 to £150,000  20%

 £150,000  25%
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ONCE OUTSIDE EUROPE, THE UNITED KINGDOM WILL NOT BE 
TIED TO THE BASIC PAYMENT SCHEME WHICH IS PART OF THE 
COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY FRAMEWORK. FOR LOWLAND 
FARMS THIS SCHEME HAS BEEN PUTTING APPROXIMATELY £90 
PER ACRE ON THE BOTTOM LINE OF A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER 
OF FARMING BUSINESSES AND A WORLD WITHOUT BPS WILL 
AFFECT PROFITABILITY AND IN TURN COULD AFFECT LAND 
VALUES. THE BIG QUESTION IS “BY HOW MUCH?”. 

FUTURE SUPPORT PAYMENTS 
The outline of the environmental 
schemes that are proposed to replace 
BPS has been made available but 
there is no detail. However, it is clear 
that the voters are prepared to pay 
farmers for their work to enhance the 
environment. A week or two of food 
shortages or problems in our supply 
chain from around the world would 
soon see voters prepared to pay for 
food security. 

OUTSIDE INFLUENCES 
For many buyers, immediate profitability 
is not always the deciding factor. Parts 
of our country are well populated and 
proceeds from development land have 
been a significant factor in the land 
market. As the population grows this is 
set to continue. 

For a businessman who has sold out, 
or an existing farmer who has received 
an inheritance, the opportunity to buy 
land next door or a good residential 
farm, may only be a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and not to be missed. This 
can create large variations in values from 
parish to parish which may not reflect 
the quality of the land in question. 

TAX RELIEFS
Brexit on its own will not alter the tax 
reliefs available on farmland. A change 
in Government might. Agricultural 
Property Relief means that qualifying 
farmland receives 100% relief from 
Inheritance Tax which is questioned 
from time to time by some politicians. 
If this relief was abolished, farmland can 
still be eligible for 100% relief through 
Business Property allowances. A much 
larger proportion of taxpayers receive 
the benefit of this BPR relief which 
would be more contentious to abolish 
and stab at the heart of those who 
are producing the very tax revenues 
required by the Government of the day. 

DO ECONOMISTS BUY LAND? 
The economist may look at Brexit and 
forecast a fall in land values as BPS falls 
away. 

In reality, economists do not buy land, 
which is generally bought by real people. 
In the real world there are many factors 
which influence land values. For this 
reason we have seen values fall from 
their peak but demand continue. There 
are fewer buyers and they are more 
demanding. For this reason preparation 
for marketing, and valuation advice are 
vital. As Brexit has shown, there is a 
role for a skilled negotiator.

We have not offered our service to 
Government but we do offer it to farmers 
and landowners in Yorkshire who are 
thinking of buying or selling land. 

WHAT IS 
FARMLAND 
WORTH 
AFTER
BREXIT?

Brexit on its own 
will not alter the tax 
reliefs available on 
farmland. A change 
in Government might. 

Rod Cordingley 

BENCHMARK VALUES FOR BARE LAND 2018 

 LAND TYPE  £ PER ACRE

 Grade 1 & 2 Arable Over £10,000

 Grade 3 Arable (Good) £7000 - £9000
 Good Grassland
  
 Grade 3 Arable (Poor) £5000 - £8000
 Poor Grassland

Values dependant on local demand, and excludes amenity or development premium 
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SHARE FARMING OR CONTRACT 
FARMING IS A JOINT VENTURE 
BETWEEN A LANDOWNER 
AND A FARMER/CONTRACTOR 
FOR THE MUTUAL BENEFIT 
OF EACH PARTY, WHICH ON 
ANALYSIS IS VERY MUCH THE 
SAME AS A PARTNERSHIP BUT 
WITH LIMITED LIABILITY TO 
EACH PARTY. HENCE THE 
TWO ARE COMBINED INTO 
THE MORE COLLOQUIAL 
TERM “CONTRACTORSHIP” 
AS IT BETTER REFLECTS THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
PARTIES. 

REASONS FOR A 
CONTRACTORSHIP 
There are a variety of reasons a 
landowner may wish to enter into a 
Contractorship:- 

• Retirement from practical farming  
 but no intention or requirement to  
 sell land. 
• Reorganisation of the agri business,  
 allowing the landowner to reduce  
 fixed costs.
• Investment in land as part of   
 Inheritance Tax Planning. 
• As a stop gap whilst the next   
 generation reach an age to run the  
 business. 
• Not a farmer by trade but   
 Contractorships retain business  
 status for tax. 

TAX BENEFITS 
The tax benefits in favour of 
contractorships as against renting 
include amongst others; 

• Income Tax
 Running a business allows certain  
 expenses to be set against taxable  
 income which are not allowed when  
 renting. 

• Capital Gains Tax
 There is no loss of vacant possession  
 so the land is treated as a business  
 asset with all the reduced levels of
 taxation and roll over relief   
 remaining intact. 

• Inheritance Tax
 The land will qualify for 100%   
 Agricultural Property Relief (APR)  
 and Business Property Relief (BPR)  
 subject to meeting the relevant  
 criteria. 

DIVISION OF SURPLUS 
Contractorships have been part of the 
agricultural scene for many years, and 
the principles of dividing the surplus are 
relatively simple:- 

• The landowner puts in his land.
• The contactor/farmer carries out the
 cultivations from stubble to stubble.
• All the income is included and the  
 direct cost of seed, fertiliser, sprays  
 together with some agreed ancillary  
 expenses are deducted to produce a  
 basic reconciliation statement. 
• Each party may then draw   
 a preliminary payment from the  
 Contractorship account to cover  
 the landowners rent equivalent and  
 the contractors cultivating costs. 
• The surplus is divided between the  
 parties in agreed proportions,   
 dependent on the level of risk for  
 each party, usually defaulting to an  
 equal split. 

RETURNS TO LANDOWNER 
AND CONTRACTOR 
These agreements cover all types and 
quality of land ranging from combinable 
crops to root crops. The results 
for 2017 show returns from £153 to 
£216/acre and it is usually the same 
contractorships in the top 10% every 
year, reflecting perhaps not only the 
quality of the land but also the ability of 
the contractor. 

The initial results from the difficult 
2018 season are that the farms on the 
stronger well drained soils will not be 
affected as much as the light land farms 
and in some cases could provide slightly 
better returns than 2017. 

PLANNING FOR BREXIT 
From past experience choosing the 
right contractor is of the utmost 
importance and with Brexit looming, 
it is all the more important. Across 
our professional partnership, we run 
around 12000 acres under multiple 
contractorships, and have had very few 
changes over the years which speaks 
volumes for the stability and attraction 
of contractorships for both parties. 

Our Team is on hand to advise landowners 
and farmers in contractorships. Please get 
in touch for a free consultation. 

SHARE
FARMING
AND 
CONTRACT 
FARMING

The initial results 
from the difficult 
2018 season are 
that the farms on 
the stronger well 
drained soils will not 
be affected as much 
as the light land 
farms 

Edward Stephenson

Conversely a Farmer or Contractor 
may perceive different advantages from 
farming an increased acreage:- 

• The fixed costs of machinery can be  
 spread over a larger area. 
• His own employment, or son/  
 daughter or farm worker is better  
 justified. 
• Or simply increased profit. 
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WHILST DATA IS A FASHIONABLE 
BUZZWORD, WE MUST 
REALISE THAT IN EVERYDAY 
AGRICULTURE WE ARE 
PRODUCING DATA, AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THAT DATA 
IS BECOMING MORE AND 
MORE IMPORTANT. MODERN 
ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY 
MEAN THAT WE CAN STORE 
THAT DATA AND REFERENCE IT 
TO ACTUAL CO-ORDINATES ON 
A MAP. 

THE RURAL PAYMENTS AGENCY 
AND NATURAL ENGLAND ARE 
INCREASINGLY DEMANDING 
HIGH-QUALITY DATA ABOUT 
FIELD BOUNDARIES, HEDGEROW 
PLANTING AND SITE-SPECIFIC 
PHOTOGRAPHS ETC. THEY 
ARE CARRYING OUT MAPPING 
INSPECTIONS TO THE NEAREST 

CENTIMETRE NOW – SO WE 
HAVE STEPPED UP TO THE 
MARK AND INVESTED IN 
NEW EQUIPMENT WITH THE 
CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE 
MAPPING DATA WITH THE SAME 
ACCURACY IF NOT BETTER. 

OUR AVAILABLE 
TECHNOLOGY 
Our GPS technology provides us with 
a whole new toolbox to map your land 
for all sorts of purposes:- 

• Boundary changes 
• Recording rural asset features 
• Management planning
• Tree safety surveys 
• Uploading old drainage maps on to a  
 modern mapping system and to scale 
• Measuring the extent of damage for  
 a compensation scheme 

SUPPORTING AGRI-TECH
Sometimes it is difficult to know where 
technology can help improve your 
business, but we have quietly been 
working with a number of farmers 
looking at cutting edge technology, 
whether it is a new automated 
ventilated potato store with robotic 
packing system, the latest crop sensors, 
GPS or livestock data recording system. 
Davina Fillingham is using her knowledge 
having studied Precision Agriculture to 
advise on technology integration and 
the grant schemes that often enable 
projects to get started. 

If you are interested in joining a network 
of farmers wanting to find out more about 
technology integration on farm please 
contact davina@stephenson.co.uk

DEMAND FOR
ACCURATE MAPS

The Rural 
Payments Agency 
and Natural 
England are 
increasingly 
demanding high-
quality data

Are you interested in 
joining a network of 
farmers?

Davina Fillingham and Alice Hood

(a whole new world
of GPS mapping)

We have digital access to all of the 
latest mapping and the combined 
effect allows us to produce 
land registry compliant plans or 
site surveys for a wide range of 
objectives. If you feel you need our 
mapping service or wish to discuss 
what we do, please call one of the 
team.
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WITH BREXIT ROUND THE 
CORNER, NOW IS THE TIME TO 
STAND BACK AND CONSIDER 
YOUR FARMING BUSINESS. 
WHETHER YOU WANT TO 
EXPAND YOUR EXISTING 
ENTERPRISES, CREATE NEW 
INCOME STREAMS OR CHANGE 
DIRECTION ALTOGETHER, YOUR 
FARM BUILDINGS ARE AT THE 
CENTRE OF YOUR DECISIONS. 

Making a full planning application is a 
tedious, complicated and expensive 
procedure; and the benefits of the 
alternative Permitted Development 
Rights (PDR) should be embraced. 

2018 saw amendments to the General 
Permitted Development Order (GPDO) 
making significant changes to Part 
3, Class Q and Part 6, Class A. The 
updates to the GPDO open up new 
opportunities for both fresh Applications 
and reappraising those that have 
previously failed under the old regime.

NEW AGRICULTURAL 
BUILDINGS
The changes to PDR for the erection 
of new agricultural buildings has been 
amended from the 465m2 footprint 
previously available to a maximum of 
1000m² (10763ft2) or a very large shed!

The Permitted Development route 
for applying for consent is a much 
simpler, quicker and cheaper way to 
get new farm buildings through the 
planning system when compared to 
the full planning process. There are 
certain criteria and a procedure must 
be followed in order to take advantage 
of these PDR. Recent experience 
has shown that whilst the process is 
not rocket science, the detail that is 
required is becoming more complex. 
We can provide the guidance needed. 

• The building must have been in  
 agricultural use on the 20th March  
 2013, or last in agricultural use prior  
 to the 20th March 2013.
• The site must not be occupied under  
 an Agricultural Tenancy unless  
 written statements from both   
 Landlord and Tenant can be provided
 stating that the building is no longer  
 required for agricultural purposes.
• The building cannot be on a site  
 which is:

 • A Site of Special Scientific  
  Interest
 • A safety hazard area
 • A military explosive storage  
  area
 • A scheduled monument or
  contains a scheduled monument
 • The building must not be a  
  listed building.

CONVERSION OF FARM 
BUILDINGS TO RESIDENTIAL 
For farmers one of the 
key changes to Permitted 
Development Rights is the 
conversion of farm buildings 
under Class Q (Change of Use 
of Agricultural Buildings to 
Dwelling Houses). 

When the GPDO was first introduced 
in 2014, a maximum of 3 dwellings with 
an overall combined floor space of up 
to 450m² was permitted. Under the 
amendments which took place in early 
2018, conversions can now be:-

• Up to 5 “smaller homes” – with  
 maximum floor space of 100m² each
• Up to 3 “larger homes” – with a  
 maximum net floor space of 465m²  
 overall 
• A mixture of both “smaller” and  
 “larger” homes – comprising no  
 more than 3 larger homes

Class Q developments require a 
formal application, which allows a 
Local Planning Authority 56 days from 
the point of a valid Application being 
received to approval of the proposed 
development being confirmed. Some of 
the criteria in addition to the permitted 
floor space requirements are:

In addition there have been other 
various subtle but significant changes:- 

The structural capability of 
the building - References to the 
structural strength of the building have 
been removed and replaced with a more 
general statement that the building must 
be suitable for conversion. 

Limits of Development - The 
guidance provided by the Government 
accepts that the GPDO allow building 
operations which are reasonably 
necessary to convert the building, 
but go on to state that “it is not the 
intention of the Permitted Development 
Right to allow re-building work 
which would go beyond that which is 
reasonably necessary for the conversion 
of the building to residential use”. It 
is problematic that this instruction 
is interpreted differently by all Local 
Planning Authorities.

Interior Works - It is now widely 
considered that introducing a new 
floor or mezzanine does not constitute 
development so Local Planning 
Authorities are finding it more difficult 
to refuse proposals that involve 
significant internal works such as a 
second floor. 

From this brief appraisal there are 
clear opportunities for the creation 
and conversion of our agricultural 
buildings; and implementation ought 
to be simple. However, the capacity of 
our Planning Authorities to apply their 
own interpretation to the wording 
of the GPDO is infinite; and no two 
authorities seem to agree. 

We are acting for clients all across the 
county where we tackle these variations 
and we are happy to share our views on 
any specific project to ensure money is 
spent wisely and not wasted. 

If you have a new building to put up, an old 
one to convert, or even a previous planning 
refusal to reconsider, please get in touch 
with one of the Team for a free initial 
consultation. 

DEVELOPING YOUR 
FARM BUILDINGS 
HOUSING, FARM SHOP 
OR MACHINERY SHED 
YOUR PERMITTED 
DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS 
EXPLAINED

Jack Ayres-Sumner and Davina Fillingham

The Permitted 
Development route 
for applying for 
consent is a much 
simpler, quicker and 
cheaper way to get 
new farm buildings 
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WOODLAND AND ITS TIMBER 
PRODUCTS HAVE IN THE PAST 
BEEN THE POOR RELATION 
IN THE RURAL INVESTMENT 
PORTFOLIO BUT NOT ANY 
LONGER. THE CONTINUED 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOW 
CARBON ECONOMY COUPLED 
WITH GROWING INTEREST IN 
NATURAL CAPITAL AND THE 
REALISATION THAT TIMBER 
RESOURCES ARE FINITE 
HAVE DRIVEN DEMAND FOR 
WOODLAND AND TIMBER TO 
PREVIOUSLY UNSEEN LEVELS.

GOVERNMENT POLICY ON 
WOODLAND
Actively managed woodland is 
increasingly being recognised as a very 
effective way to deliver many of the 
“ecosystem services” that government 
wishes to see from our countryside 
and this is leading to renewed interest 
in woodland creation on marginal 
agricultural land.

The Draft Environment (Principles and 
Governance) Bill published by DEFRA 
just before Christmas contains a pledge 
to significantly increase creation of new 
woodland in England by 7500 hectares 
each year until 2042. The bill has been 
presented to Parliament and two House 
of Commons committees are consulting 
on its provisions before MPs vote on 
the bill in the coming months.

This is the latest in a number of 
government policy documents 
which have highlighted the ability 
of woodland to deliver many of the 
outcomes government are seeking 
and for woodland to become more 
closely integrated with agricultural land 
management.

TIMBER MARKET
Timber prices in the UK continue to 
improve to new record levels driven 
by greater demand and the increasing 
diversity of markets. In 2018 we have 
seen strong roadside sales consistently :-

• Softwood sawlogs £60 to £70/t.
• Chipwood/biofuel around £50/t.
• Good quality processor grade   
 firewood £55 to £65/t.

VALUE OF WOODLAND
The rise in timber prices has been 
reflected in the value of woodland 
which has continued to climb in 2018 
and demand for good commercial 
plantations is well ahead of supply to 
the market. Investors see UK forestry 
as a good asset class to put capital 
into and are now actively looking at 
opportunities to create new woodlands 
as well as purchase existing ones. Open 
market woodland values currently range 
from £2000 to £5000 per acre and in 
some cases more. Land for planting in 
Scotland is selling for between £1000 
and £2000 per acre.

NEW WOODLAND CREATION
There continues to be good levels of 
support for woodland creation and 
management. In particular the Woodland 
Carbon Fund looks attractive for 
owners wishing to plant 10 hectares or 
more of productive woodland and has 
significant levels of support committed 
by government including access to the 
woodland creation planning grant.

The woodland management planning 
grant available through Countryside 
Stewardship is an excellent grant that 
pays a flat rate of £1000 for 3 to 50 
hectares and then £20 per hectare 
from 51 to 100 hectares. This allows 
landowners to engage a forestry 
professional to produce a 10 year 
management plan for their woodlands 
which includes a felling licence and in 
most cases the grant will pay the cost of 
the plan preparation, which we are able 
to do on your behalf.

The management plan is also an 
essential part of demonstrating 
that woodlands are being managed 
commercially for taxation purposes.

SELLING YOUR TIMBER
With rising timber prices and increasing 
environmental and legal constraints on 
timber harvesting, it is essential that 
timber sales are properly prepared, 
professionally offered to the market and 
supported by a legally binding contract.

As partners in Timber Auctions, 
Stephensons have full access to the 
UK’s leading timber marketing service 
for owners, agents and managers. This 
ensures that we can always get “best 
value” for our clients wood using a 
proven and transparent sales system.

MANAGEMENT SERVICE
We offer a comprehensive woodland 
management service for our 
clients from woodland surveys and 
management plans, felling licence 
applications through to woodland 
creation plans.

We specialise in the preparation and 
management of timber sales and offer a 
fully comprehensive service including;

• Site surveys and timber   
 measurement
• Forecasting and budget preparation
• Preparation of the timber sale   
 documents and contract
• Management of operations and  
 administration of the sale
• Conclusion of the contract and final  
 summary report

Contact Oliver Combe for more 
information.

TIMBER IS
A GROWING 
BUSINESS

Timber prices in 
the UK continue 
to improve to new 
record levels

Oliver Combe
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YORKSHIRE IN PARTICULAR AND THE NORTH IN GENERAL PROVIDES 
A SPECTACULAR LANDSCAPE IN WHICH TO LIVE; AND WE ALL 
TREASURE OUR RICH, RURAL HERITAGE. 

OVER THE PAST 50 YEARS, THE POPULARITY OF SHOOTING AS 
EITHER A LEISURE SPORT OR COMMERCIAL BUSINESS HAS GROWN 
ENORMOUSLY; BUT ALONGSIDE THIS RAPID EXPANSION THERE HAS 
BEEN A PARALLEL INCREASE IN THE AMOUNT OF REGULATION. 

OUR KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT WE SHOULD DO TO COMPLY WITH 
THE LAW IS OFTEN SKETCHY OR OUT OF DATE; AND YET OUR 
SPORT IS COMING UNDER INCREASED SCRUTINY. IT IS IMPORTANT 
THAT EVERY SHOOT PROVIDER, ORGANISER OR SYNDICATE CARRIES 
OUT A HEALTH CHECK AND HERE ARE SOME OF THE ASPECTS TO 
CONSIDER. 

5 BEATERS TRIGGERS HEALTH 
& SAFETY
Anyone involved in your shoot including 
Beaters, Pickers Up and part time 
Keepers will be classed as employees if 
there are more than 5 at any one time. 

This magic number will then trigger the 
need to produce a written Health and 
Safety policy. 

If you lease your shoot then it may 
already be a requirement of your 
Agreement; and failure to comply would 
not only be illegal but you could also be 
in breach of that lease. 

Part of the H&S policy has to be a Risk 
Assessment which in itself provides 
a very useful checklist on compliance 
matters. 

Although game licences are no longer 
a requirement, if vermin is controlled 
as part of the shoot management, 
you should be aware of the General 
Licence which covers the control of 
pest species. You don’t need to be in 
possession of a General Licence but you 
should be aware of its conditions. 

TRANSPORT
Although a few walked up farm shoots 
may be all pedestrian affairs, the vast 
majority involve a quad bike and vehicles 
often with trailers attached to carry 
game and/or people. You need to know 
the law regarding the use of vehicles 
on shoot days and any necessary 
accompanying insurance. 

The movement of people with the 
use of vehicles is not given sufficient 
consideration. Dedicated vehicles are 
preferable, but not always available and 
therefore temporary transport must 
meet the Health and Safety Executive 
minimum standard guidelines.

DISPOSAL OF GAME
Regulations now extend 
beyond the end of the 
days shooting and govern 
both the hanging and 
disposal of game.

The EU Food Hygiene 
Regulations provide 
overarching guidance 
on how game may be 
dealt with if being sold 
or given to a third party. 
However, there are some 
exemptions that are 
available.

PRE-SHOOT TALK 
We would always advise 
preparing and giving a pre-
shoot talk to all your Guns. 

This should not only cover the 
mechanics of the days shooting, but also 
refer to licences, insurance and the H&S 
policy. 

OUT OF SEASON MATTERS 
As soon as the 1st February has 
passed, planning starts for the next 
season, and anyone involved in the 
management of a shoot will start to 
think about budgets, new game crops 
and perhaps the management of deer 
and control of vermin. Combined with 
these, the question arises as to whether 
game crops can be part of an agri 
environmental scheme with associated 
payments. 

A shoot appraisal and health check 
should be a vital necessity whether your 
operation is a commercial business, 
self-run syndicate or just an informal 
day out. 

We can adapt our appraisal to your 
requirements, and offer a free initial 
discussion. Please get in touch with one of 
the Team to meet our specialist Jack Ayres-
Sumner. 

HOW SAFE IS 
YOUR SHOOT?
TIME FOR A HEALTH CHECK

A shoot appraisal and health 
check should be a vital necessity

Jack Ayres-Sumner

INSURANCE 
Every shoot, large and small is required 
to hold an appropriate insurance policy; 
you need to have sufficient cover 
including public and third-party liability. 
In addition, it would be expected that 
guns carry their own personal shooting 
insurance.

GUN SAFETY AND LICENCES
It should be part of the shoot protocol 
to check all those who wish to carry 
a gun that they have the appropriate 
licence, or that they are being 
accompanied by a person that does.  
This check should be carried out prior 
to the shoot day itself.
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07801 685662
rtt@stephenson.co.uk 

Rodney Cordingley

07801 685660
rlc@stephenson.co.uk 

Davina Fillingham 

07894 697724
davina@stephenson.co.uk

Alice Hood

07758 214870
alice.hood@stephenson.co.uk 

Jack Ayres-Sumner

07801 685664
jas@boultoncooper.co.uk 

Chloe Hayes

01904 489731
chloe.hayes@stephenson.co.uk 

01904 489731  |  www.stephenson.co.uk
enquiries@stephenson.co.uk

Stephenson & Son, York Auction Centre, Murton, York YO19 5GF

01653 692151  |  www.boultoncooper.co.uk
enquiries@boultoncooper.co.uk

Boulton & Cooper Stephensons, St Michaels House, Malton YO17 7LR

Meet the Agricultural Team


