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THE SHERIFF HUTTON CASTLE ESTATE 

SHERIFF HUTTON, YORK, YO60 6ST 

 

10 miles north of York 

 

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY 

 

A unique historical estate comprising the remarkable and impressive 

remains of Sheriff Hutton Castle together with: 
 

 

 The Warden’s House and Annexe providing 4 bedrooms, 2 main reception 

rooms, large farmhouse kitchen 

 

 Adjoining 2 bedroomed Court Cottage 

 

 Garage and outbuildings 

 

 Landscaped gardens and extensive grassed area within the Great Castle 

Courtyard 

 

 Double moat and natural ramparts 

 

 Surrounding grass and pasture 
 

 

IN ALL EXTENDING TO 11.5 ACRES (4.65 HA) 

 

GUIDE PRICE: £1,100,000 
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“Magnificent and brooding ruins”   Photograph taken by Shaun Conway – www.shaunconway.co.uk 



 

 

 

 
 

THE CASTLE: 
Extracts from Dr. Richard Howarth’s “Some Notes on the Castle at Sheriff Hutton”, published 1993 
 

Travellers through the Vale of York cannot fail to notice the jagged and sometimes brooding 

ruins of Sheriff Hutton Castle, taking its name from the Sheriff or “shire reeve” combined with 

“Hotune” or “high town”. 
 

This second Plantagenet Castle was granted a licence in 1382 and built by the Neville family. 
 

It was to become one of the grandest castles in northern England and at various times was a 

favourite residence and seat of regional government for three of the most charismatic and 

controversial figures in English history – Warwick the Kingmaker, Richard III and Henry VIII.  
 

The castle has been in disuse for the past three and half centuries, and only four corners remain 

together with part of the tower above the Gatehouse to the east.  
 

Built to reflect the enhanced power of the Neville’s, sandstone was quarried from Terrington 

village to create this impressive fortress, with its four massive corner towers surrounding the 

great courtyard.  
 

The southwest tower is the most complete part of the remains, still five storeys high, including 

the basement, with 8ft thick walls and rising 100 feet about ground. It contains a fine barrel-

vaulted chamber, probably the Sounding Hall, so called because the family living above would 

know all was well, if they could hear the “sound” of the guards on duty below.  
 

Beneath, is a similarly arched keep or dungeon and on the north elevation is the remains of a 

circular staircase running from top to bottom.  

 

The north east tower with its precarious overhanging remnants, holds another dungeon with 

part vaulted chamber above it. Apparently each tower originally had a dungeon with 

interconnecting underground passages.  
 

On the east side, the Gatehouse still stands between two towers, above which are four shields 

exhibiting the arms of the Neville’s. Adjoining is a very strongly built Guard Room.  

 

For two hundred years, the castle was extended and modernised, but from the middle of the 

sixteenth century, Kings Manor in York became the more convenient and preferred seat of the 

Council of the North.  
 

The stone was plundered to build neighbouring houses including Sheriff Hutton Hall and by the 

late 1700’s it was pretty well in its present state.  
 

It was in April 1940 that the present family acquired Castle Farm through Wilfred Wagstaff, 

chairman of a West Riding textile company. His daughter and son in law, Elizabeth and John 

Knight Howarth inherited in 1952 and the Howarth’s have lived and farmed ever since, 

maintaining and preserving this magnificent castle for future generations to enjoy. 
 

Scheduled Ancient Monument: 

On the Historic England website Sheriff Hutton Castle is a listed Grade II building (Entry No. 

1149592), and the remainder of the land is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Entry No. 1019593). 

 
North West of North East Towers 

 

 
The Gatehouse with Neville Family Shields 



 

 

THE WARDEN’S HOUSE AND ANNEXE: 

Built in brick and stone with part slate and part 

pantile roof, the Warden’s House has been 

imaginatively converted to a high standard from the 

old farm buildings. 
 

Ground Floor:  

Glazed double doors to the south elevation leading 

to: 
 

Entrance Hall: 

15’11” x 11’9” max (4.85m x 3.58m) 

Including cloakroom with low flush wc and wash 

hand basin. 
 

Kitchen: 

26’6” x 14’4” max (8.08m x 4.37m) 

Range of fitted bespoke base and wall mounted units 

with Oak work surfaces over, NEFF 5 ring gas hob 

with extractor fan over, integral Belling double gas 

oven and grill, electric microwave oven, stainless 

steel sink with chrome taps over, breakfast island 

with marble work surface and separate work surface 

range with Belfast sink, integral dishwasher, two 

double radiators, access to: 
 

Utility Room: 

14’4” x 12’7” (4.37m x 3.84m) 

Fitted base mounted units, Belfast style sink, 

plumbing for washing machine, double radiator, door 

to outside. 
 

Boiler Room: 

7’6” x 5’7” (2.29m x 1.70m) 

Two Boulter Buderus oil fired central heating boilers, 

one servicing the Warden's House and one servicing 

Court Cottage. 

 
Living Room: 

29’9” x 20’6” (9.06m x 6.25m) 

Multi-fuel cast iron stove into brick recess and hearth 

with stone mantelpiece, exposed timber beam ceiling, 

triple arched windows with views overlooking the 

Castle, solid Oak floor, two double radiators. 

 

Inner Hallway: 

15’5” x 8’11” (4.70m x 2.72m) 

Built-in under stairs bookcase, Oak laminate floor, 

double radiator, staircase to first floor. 

 

Dining Room: 

15’5” x 11’3” (4.69m x 3.44m) 

French doors to the outside, dado rail, double 

radiator. 

 

First Floor: 

 

Landing: 

15’9” x 6’10” plus 18’4” x 4’1” (4.80m x 2.08m plus 

5.59m x 1.24m) 

Timber framed double glazed window to the front, 

storage cupboard, separate airing cupboard with 

shelving, roof lights, two double radiators. 

 

Bedroom 1 (S): 

20’3” x 12’0” (6.17m x 3.65m) 

Twin aspect timber framed double glazed windows, 

twin fitted wardrobes, double radiator.  On the 

exterior of the south gable there is an original stone 

set of steps leading up to the bedroom. 

 

En-Suite: 

12’7” x 6’2” (3.84m x 1.88m) 

Timber framed double glazed window to the rear, 

four piece suite comprising panelled bath with shower 

over, low flush WC, pedestal wash hand basin, bidet, 

part tiled walls, chrome heated towel rail, extractor 

fan. 

 

Bedroom 2 (Mid W): 

15’7” x 11’7” (4.75m x 3.54m) 

Timber framed double glazed window to the rear, 

exposed timber beams, double radiator, heated towel 

rail.  Roof light. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

En-Suite Bathroom, shared with Bedroom 

3: 

12’11” x 5’5” (3.94m x 1.65m) 

Panelled bath with electric shower over, pedestal 

wash hand basin into vanity unit, low flush WC, 

double radiator, chrome heated towel rail, part 

tiled walls, extractor fan, loft hatch. 

 

Bedroom 3 (NW): 

13’0” x 9’9” (3.95m x 2.98m) 

Built-in wardrobe, double radiator. 
 

THE ANNEXE: 

Adjoining the side elevation of the Warden's 

House and comprises a self-contained one 

bedroom annexe with access from the main 

house: 
 

Ground Floor: 
 

Living Room: 

13’11” x 9’7” (4.25m x 2.93m) 

Twin aspect timber framed double glazed 

windows, staircase to first floor with under stairs 

cupboard storage unit. 
 

Shower Room: 

6’1” 5’2” (1.85m x 1.57m) 

Shower cubicle with chrome fittings, low flush 

wc, pedestal wash hand basin, access to boiler 

room adjoining the Warden's House. 
 

First Floor: 
 

Landing: 

Connecting door to Court Cottage. 
 

Bedroom 1: 

15’6” x 10’8” (4.73m x 3.26m) 

Twin aspect timber framed double glazed 

windows, over stairs cupboard, double radiator. 



 

 

 

The Warden’s House 

Farmhouse Kitchen Main Sitting Room 



 

 

COURT COTTAGE: 

Occupying the north elevation within the same footprint as the Warden’s House, but 

can be let separately or incorporated in the main residence. 
 

Ground Floor: 
 

Entrance Door: 

From the courtyard leads to: 
 

Dining Room: 

15’6” x 13’9” max (4.72m x 4.20m) 

Timber framed double glazed window, including cloakroom with low flush wc and 

wash hand basin.  Doorway to main house kitchen. 
 

Inner Hall: 

8’9” x 4’11” (2.67m x 1.50m) 
 

Kitchen: 

10’2” x 7’9” (3.09m x 2.35m) 

Fitted base and wall mounted units, one and a half bowl stainless steel sink and drainer 

with chrome mixer taps over, plumbing for washing machine, double radiator. 
 

Living Room: 

15’6” x 11’11” (4.72m x 3.64m) 

Timber framed double glazed window, exposed timber beams, double radiator. 
 

First Floor: 
 

Landing: 

25’2” x 3’10” (7.67m x 1.17m) 

Roof lights to south elevation, two double radiators, airing cupboard with hot water 

cylinder, access to the annexe. 
 

Bedroom 1: 

12’10” x 11’5” (3.92m x 3.47m) 

Timber framed double glazed window to the front, double radiator. 
 

Bedroom 2: 

15’5” x 8’6” (4.71m x 2.58m) 

Timber framed double glazed window to the front, double radiator. 
 

Bathroom: 

10’8” x 6’11” (3.25m x 2.11m) 

Three piece suite comprising low flush WC, pedestal wash hand basin with vanity unit, 

panelled bath with shower fittings over, part tiled walls, heated towel rail, double 

radiator, loft hatch. 

 

 

 
Court Cottage 

 

 
The Warden’s House Bedroom 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GARDEN & OUTBUILDINGS: 
The generous driveway sweeps into the garage courtyard where the Garage 

Building (44’ x 28’) provides parking for the Courtyard dwellings. 
 

A General Purpose Building 25’8” x 17’9” adds useful storage and parking / 

workshop, behind which to the south is a delightful walled garden with summer 

house and vegetable plot. 
 

In front of the Warden’s House is a patio area overlooking extensive lawns and the 

Castle ruins. 
 

To the east of the Warden’s House is a single storey Workshop Range (26’ x 13’), 

adjoining the courtyard development, divided into four stores. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

Tenure: 

Freehold.  Please note Court Cottage is currently occupied under an Assured 

Shorthold Tenancy. 
 

Services: 

Mains electricity, water and drainage; Oil fired central heating. 
 

Council Tax: 

The Warden’s House: Band F Court Cottage: Band D 
 

Courtyard Development (edged blue on plan) 

In the Courtyard to the north, four self-contained residential units for over 60’s, are 

owned independently. Each owns the freehold of the building footprint with rights of 

way for access and garaging facilities. The surrounding gardens and land is all within 

the freehold offered for sale. Currently a service charge of £ 400 per annum per unit 

is paid to the vendors for maintenance of the garden and service areas. 

Castle Farm Cottage (edged in green on the plan) is owned by the vendors 

and will be retained.  It is accessed from the drive and has allocated parking and a 

lawned area at the front of it, facing east. 
 

Rights of Way: 

There is a public footpath crossing the property from east to west, and along the 

eastern boundary, and has a branch through the moats. 

A right of access is reserved to the retained orchard in the North West corner. 

A right of way for agricultural purposes is reserved down the drive past Castle Farm 

House into the grass field exiting in the South East corner.  This access has some 

restrictions. 

There are rights of access for the owners of the Courtyard dwellings. 

There is a right of way down the driveway for adjoining properties. 

A right of way is reserved for access over the area coloured brown in the south-east 

corner of the field. 

 
 

Basic Payment Scheme: 

The land is registered on the Rural Land Register. 
 

Local Authority: 

Ryedale District Council, Ryedale House, Old Malton Road, Malton, YO17 7LR.  
 

Health & Safety: 

Interested parties are reminded that the property includes the Scheduled 

Monument and Castle ruins.  Please be as vigilant as possible when viewing. 
 

Estate Video: 

There is an aerial video viewed via a link to our website. 
 

Viewing: 

Strictly by appointment with the agents only. 
 

Directions: 

From York, pass the Highwayman Pub, turn right at the cross roads on to the Main 

Street.  After 200 yards turn right into the main driveway.  Please park in the 

garage courtyard. 
 

Agent Contacts: 

Malton Office:  Henry Scott     07739 983806 henry.scott@boultoncooper.co.uk 

York Office: James Stephenson      07801 685661               jfs@stephenson.co.uk 

 

 

CONSUMER PROTECTION FROM UNFAIR TRADING REGULATIONS 2008 

The description contained in this brochure is intended only to give a general impression of the property, its location and features, in order to help you to decide 

whether you wish to look at it. We do our very best to provide accurate information but we are human, so you should not allow any decisions to be influenced 

by it. For example any measurements are approximate and, where such things as central heating, plumbing, wiring or mains services are mentioned, we would 

advise you to take your own steps to check their existence and condition. Although we cannot accept any responsibility for any inferences drawn from this 

brochure or any inaccuracy in it, we shall always try to help you with any queries. 

 

Boulton & Cooper Stephensons for themselves and for the vendors or lessors of the property/properties whose agents they are give notice that: (i) the 

particulars are produced in good faith, are set out as general guide only and do not constitute any part of the contract; (ii) no person in the employment of 

Boulton & Cooper Stephensons has any authority to make or give representation or warranty whatever in relation to this/these property/properties. 
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